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(57) ABSTRACT

A connection-aggregation proxy service disclosed in various
embodiments receives connection requests from a plurality of
local initiating services, where the connection requests are
not targeted at the connection-aggregation proxy service. The
connection-aggregation proxy service establishes connec-
tions with the local initiating services, receives packets over
those connections, and transmits the packets across the same
connection when the packets are for the same external target.
Alocal connection-aggregation proxy service in one example
executes on the same physical computing device as the local
initiating services. A gateway connection-aggregation proxy
service in another example resides at a network edge between
the local initiating services and the external target that the
network local initiating services are requesting. In yet another
example, a central connection-aggregation proxy service
establishes a connection with multiple local connection-
proxy aggregation services and acts as an upstream aggrega-
tor for the connections from those local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy services.
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CONNECTION-AGGREGATION PROXY
SERVICE

BACKGROUND

Networked computing devices often include a number of
local software services that initiate communications with
external requested services. For example, a web browser may
initiate communications with a variety of Internet hosts in
order to retrieve various elements referenced in a web page.
As another example, an email client may initiate communi-
cations with an email server. As another example, an online
multiplayer computer game may initiate communications
with a gaming server. Such network communications often
involve establishing, utilizing, and then terminating a net-
work connection between a local initiating service and an
external requested service. Establishing a network connec-
tion may require significant overhead, such as delay and
resource consumption introduced by the processes of connec-
tion establishment and connection, connection acknowledge-
ment, and connection termination. Multiple local initiating
services may establish network connections to the same
requested service, increasing bandwidth and delays in com-
munications between the physical computing device execut-
ing the local initiating services, and the physical computing
device executing the requested services.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of this specification, illustrate example
embodiments of the inventive subject matter, and in no way
limit the scope of protection. The accompanying drawings
include examples of possible graphical user interfaces for use
with the disclosed system and methods. Other embodiments
are contemplated using alternate hardware and/or software
platforms, and using significantly different interfaces. The
accompanying drawings illustrate embodiments wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts a system including local connection-aggre-
gation proxy services, local initiating services, a central con-
nection-aggregation proxy service, and requested services.

FIG. 2 illustrates a prior art communications flow between
local initiating services and a requested service.

FIG. 3 illustrates a communications flow between local
initiating services and a requested service using a local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service between them.

FIG. 4 depicts a system including local connection-aggre-
gation proxy services, local initiating services, and requested
services.

FIG. 5 depicts a system including gateway connection-
aggregation proxy services and requested services.

FIG. 6 depicts a system including gateway connection-
aggregation proxy services, local connection-aggregation
proxy services, a central connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice, and requested services.

FIGS. 7a-7¢ illustrate communications flows involving
local initiating a local initiating service, a local connection-
aggregation proxy service, a gateway-connection aggrega-
tion service, a central connection-aggregation proxy service,
and a requested service.

FIG. 8a illustrates a communications flow involving local
initiating a local initiating service, a local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service, a gateway-connection aggregation ser-
vice, a central connection-aggregation proxy service, and a
requested service, with the gateway-connection aggregation
proxy service pre-fetching expected future content from a
requested service.
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FIG. 85 illustrates a communications flow involving local
initiating a local initiating service, a local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service, a gateway-connection aggregation ser-
vice, a central connection-aggregation proxy service, and a
requested service, with the central connection-aggregation
proxy service resizing content.

FIG. 8¢ illustrates a communications flow involving local
initiating a local initiating service, a local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service, a gateway-connection aggregation ser-
vice, a central connection-aggregation proxy service, and a
requested service, with the central connection-aggregation
proxy service compressing content and the gateway connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service decompressing the content.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The use of end-to-end network connection protocols such
as the Transmission Control Protocol (“TCP”) may result in
connections that are redundant of each other over at least part
of a communications path. For example, multiple software
services operating on a single device may open separate con-
nections with a single target service. The resulting data path
may be redundant for the entire portion of the connections
between the device and the target service. As another
example, multiple user devices on a local area network
(“LAN”) may open separate connections with a single target
service. The resulting data path may be redundant for the
entire portion of the connections between a shared gateway
on the LAN and the target service.

The use of one or more connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vices reduces connection redundancy by providing services
at the ends of a connection with what appears to be an end-
to-end connection, while the connection is in fact aggregated,
for some portions, with other connections. In some embodi-
ments, multiple connections are aggregated into a single con-
nection, and communications from the distinct connections
have different tags applied.

The use of connection-aggregation proxy services may
provide additional networking efficiency benefits, such as
through resizing or compressing content. Alternatively or
additionally, a connection-aggregation proxy service may
pre-fetch, push, or hint content to other services on a network.
This may provide improved networking performance for net-
working services, without requiring any revision to those
services. For example, all outbound network connections
from a plurality of mobile networking devices may be aggre-
gated at a single, central connection-aggregation proxy server
through the use of a local connection-aggregation proxy
server on each device. This presents advantages of reduced
networking congestion windows, reduced transmission
latency, lower transmission overhead, higher throughput,
dynamic content adjustment, and intelligent tiered content
caching.

In one example, a local connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice runs on the same physical computing device as various
local initiating services. A first local initiating service trans-
mits a connection establishment request for an external
requested service. The local connection-aggregation proxy
receives the connection establishment request and establishes
a first local connection with the first local initiating service.
The local connection-aggregation proxy also establishes an
external connection with the external requested service.
When the first local initiating service transmits a packet over
the first local connection, the local-connection aggregation
proxy acts as a proxy and relays the packet to the external
requested service using the external connection.



US 9,258,335 Bl

3

A second local initiating service then transmits a connec-
tion establishment request for the same external requested
service. The local connection-aggregation proxy receives the
connection establishment request and establishes a second
local connection with the second local initiating service. The
local connection-aggregation proxy recognizes that it already
has an active connection with the external requested service,
and therefore does not establish a new external connection
with the external requested service in response to receiving
the request from the second local initiating service. When the
second local initiating service transmits a packet over the
second local connection, the local-connection aggregation
proxy acts as a proxy and relays the packet to the external
requested service using the external connection.

If one of the local initiating services terminates its associ-
ated local connection with the local connection-aggregation
proxy service, the local connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice will continue to maintain its external connection if there
is still at least one local connection with a local initiating
service.

In another example, local connection-aggregation proxy
services operating on different physical computing devices
communicate with a single central connection-aggregation
proxy service. The central connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice acts as a further connection aggregator, establishing con-
nections with multiple local connection-aggregation proxy
services seeking to communicate with the same external
requested service, and relaying packets from the multiple
local connection-aggregation proxy services over a single
outbound connection to the external requested service.

In another example, a connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice operates at a network edge point between a plurality of
physical computing devices, each executing one or more local
initiating services, and an external requested service. The
connection-aggregation proxy service acts as a gateway con-
nection-aggregation proxy service, relaying requests from a
plurality of physical computing devices to an external
requested service, using a single outbound connection to the
external requested service.

In certain embodiments, connection-aggregation proxy
services provide efficient network communication by reduc-
ing the number of network connections between two devices.
This may reduce congestion windows, reduce the amount of
connection establishment communications, and reduce the
amount of connection termination communications. Such
reductions may save processing power, reduce network band-
width, reduce latency, reduce packet loss, and present other
advantages. In other embodiments, connection-aggregation
proxy services resize and/or compress content communicated
over a network connection thereby further reducing band-
width usage. In yet other embodiments, connection-aggrega-
tion proxy services transmit content before it is requested
based on an expectation that the content may be requested.
Initiating Services and Requested Services

Referring to FIG. 2, an illustration is provided of existing
networking communications technology which is relevant to
the disclosure herein. As shown by the legend at the lower left
corner of the figure, the Y axis of the figure represents the flow
of time, with later times occurring below earlier times; the X
axis of the figure represents connection cost. Connection cost
may be measured in one or more units, such as bandwidth
costs, time delays, network latency, packet loss, physical
distance of network connections, monetary cost associated
with transmissions, or any combination thereof.

A physical computing device includes three local initiating
services, local initiating service A 101, local initiating service
B 102 and local initiating service C 103. There are also shown
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two requested services, requested service Y 111, and
requested service Z 112. Local initiating service A 101 secks
to establish a network connection with requested service Y
111.

Local initiating service A 101 transmits a connection estab-
lishment request 121 to requested service Y 111. In the
present example, the connection establishment request 121 is
a Transmission Control Protocol (“TCP”) SYN packet, and
includes a source protocol address associated with the physi-
cal computing device executing local initiating service A, and
a target protocol address associated with the physical com-
puting device executing requested service’ Y 111. Requested
service Y 111 receives the connection establishment request
121 and transmits a request acknowledgement 122. In the
present example, the request acknowledgement 122 is a TCP
SYN-ACK packet, and includes a source protocol address
associated with the physical computing device executing
requested service Y 111, and a target protocol address asso-
ciated with the physical computing device executing local
initiating service A 101. Local initiating service A 101
receives the request acknowledgment 122 and transmits a
connection acknowledgement 123. In the present example,
the request acknowledgement 123 is a TCP ACK packet. The
requested service Y 111 receives 128 the connection
acknowledgement 123 and a connection is established
between local initiating service A 101 and requested service
Y.

After transmitting the connection acknowledgment 123,
local initiating service A 101 transmits a request 124. For
example, a request may include one or more packets contain-
ing a HyperText Transfer Protocol (“HTTP”) GET request.
The request 124 is transmitted over the established connec-
tion between local initiating service A 101 and requested
serviceY 111. It will be understood in the present illustration
that dotted-line arrows represent communications at a lower
layer in a network protocol stack than do solid-line arrows.
The requested service Y 111, which may be a web server,
responds to the request with a response 125. For example, the
response may include one or more packets containing an
HTTP payload in response to the HTTP GET request. The
response 125 is transmitted over the established connection
between local initiating service A 101 and requested service Y
111. The response 125 is received 129 at local initiating
service A 101.

While local initiating service A 101 and requested service
Y 111 are communicating with each other, local initiating
service B 102 initiates communications with requested ser-
viceY 111. Local initiating service B 102 is a separate process
operating on the same physical computing device as local
initiating service A 101. Local initiating service B transmits a
connection establishment request 131 to requested service Y
111, receives a request acknowledgement 132 from requested
service Y 111, and transmits a connection acknowledgement
133 to requested service Y 133. The requested serviceY 111
receives 138 the connection acknowledgement 133 and a
connection is established between local initiating service B
102 and requested service Y 111.

At that time, there are two active networking connections
between the physical computing device operating local initi-
ating services A and B, and the physical computing device
operating requested service Y. Local initiating service B 102
transmits a request 134 over the network connection between
it and requested service Y 111. Requested service Y 111
transmits a response to local initiating service B 102 over the
same network connection. The request 135 is received 139 at
local initiating service B 102.
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Local Connection-Aggregation Proxy Service

Referring to FIG. 3, an embodiment is shown including a
local connection-aggregation proxy service 201. The
embodiment also includes many of the components found in
FIG. 2. However, the presence of the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201 results in more efficient network
communications than those illustrated in FIG. 2.

Referring again to FIG. 3, Local initiating service A 101
transmits a connection establishment request 221. The con-
nection establishment request 221 includes a protocol address
of the physical computing device executing local initiating
service A 101 as a source protocol address, and a protocol
address ofthe physical computing device executing requested
service Y 111 as a target protocol address. Local initiating
service A 101 may transmit the connection establishment
request 221 by placing it on a local network stack, for
example. This may be performed with the intent of having the
connection establishment request 221 received and transmit-
ted by a network interface of the physical computing device
executing local service A 101.

In the illustrated embodiment the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201 receives the connection establish-
ment request 221. For example, the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201 may listen on the local network
stack and may perform packet manipulation on the connec-
tion establishment request 221 before it can be received by a
network interface. As one example, a local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service operating on a Linux operating system
may include and/or interconnect with one or more of the
Linux modules netfilter and iptables. In that example, the
local connection-aggregation service 201 may add an IP Mas-
querade and/or Redirect rule to a network packet processing
module such as netfilter or iptables.

The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201
responds to the connection establishment request 221 by
transmitting a request acknowledgement 222. The request
acknowledgement in the current example includes a protocol
address of the physical computing device executing the
requested service Y 111 as a source protocol address, and a
protocol address of the physical computing device executing
the local initiating service A 101 as a target protocol address.
The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 may
obtain these protocol addresses from the connection estab-
lishment request 221. The local-connection aggregation
proxy service 201 may use a source protocol address that is
not associated with the hardware upon which the local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service is executing.

The local initiating service A 101 receives the request
acknowledgement 222 and transits a connection acknowledg-
ment 223. The connection acknowledgement 223 in the cur-
rent example includes a protocol address of the physical
device executing the local initiating service A 101 as a source
protocol address, and a protocol address of the physical
device executing the requested service Y 111 as a target
protocol address. The connection acknowledgment 223 is
received by the local connection-aggregation proxy service
201 and a connection is established between the local initiat-
ing service A 101 and the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201.

The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 trans-
mits a connection establishment request 224 to the requested
service Y 111. In the present example, the connection estab-
lishment request 224 is transmitted in response to the receipt
of'the connection acknowledgement 223. In another example,
the connection establishment request 224 is transmitted in
response to the receipt of the connection request 221. The
connection establishment request 224 in the current example
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includes a protocol address associated with the physical
device executing the local connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice 201 as a source protocol address, and includes a protocol
address associated with the physical device executing the
requested service Y 111 as a target protocol address.

The requested serviceY 111 receives the connection estab-
lishment request 224 and transmits a request acknowledg-
ment 225. The request acknowledgment 225 in the current
example includes a protocol address associated with the
physical device executing the requested service Y as a source
protocol address, and includes a protocol address associated
with the physical device executing the local connection-ag-
gregation proxy service 201 as a target protocol address.

The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201
receives the connection acknowledgement 225 and transmits
a connection acknowledgement 226. The connection
acknowledgement 226 in the current example includes a pro-
tocol address associated with the physical device executing
the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 as a
source protocol address, and a protocol address associated
with the physical device executing the requested service Y
111 as a target protocol address. The requested service Y 111
receives 227 the connection acknowledgement 226 and a
connection is established between the local connection-ag-
gregation proxy service 201 and the requested service Y 111.
The present embodiment utilizes this connection as a shared
connection and aggregates connections between the local
connection-aggregation proxy service 201 and one or more
local initiating services, so that packets transmitted from a
local initiating service, targeted to the requested service Y
111, are transmitted over that shared connection.

Local initiating service A initiates a request 228 that it
transmits over the connection between local initiating service
A and the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201. In
the present example, the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201 receives the request 228 before it has completed
establishing a connection with the requested service Y. Thus,
the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 cannot
yet relay the request 228 to the requested service Y. The
reason for this delay may be that communications between
the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 and the
requested service Y take much longer than communications
between a local initiating service and the local connection-
aggregation proxy service 201. This may be a result of the
local initiating services and the local connection-aggregation
service 201 operating on the same physical computing
device, and communications between them not being subject
to inter-device networking delays. In the present example, the
local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 stores the
request 229 until a connection is available between the local
connection-aggregation proxy service 201 and the requested
service Y 111. Such storage may occur in a temporary cache,
for example.

Once a connection between the local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 201 and the requested service Y 111 is
established, the local connection-aggregation proxy service
201 transmits the request 230 to the requested serviceY 111,
over that established connection. Requested service Y 111
responds to the request with a response 231. The local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service 201 receives the response
231 and relays it to the local initiating service A 232.

While this communication is occurring between local ini-
tiating service A 101 and the requested service Y 111, local
initiating service B 102 also seeks to communicate with
requested service Y 111. Local initiating service B 102 trans-
mits a connection establishment request 241 that is handled
by the local connection-aggregation proxy service in the
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manner discussed above in connection with the connection
establishment request 221 previously transmitted by local
initiating service A 101. This includes the transmission of a
request acknowledgement 242 and a connection acknowl-
edgement 243. This establishes a connection between local
initiating service B 102 and the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201. From the local initiating service’s perspec-
tive in the network communications, it is unable to tell that the
connection is actually with the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 rather than the requested service Y 111.
Thelocal connection-aggregation service 201 recognizes that
it has an active connection with requested service Y 111.
Thus, in the present example, the local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 201 does not establish a new connection
with requested service Y 111 in response to having estab-
lished a connection with local initiating service B 102.

Local initiating service B 102 transmits a request 245 over
the connection between local initiating service B and the local
connection-aggregation proxy service 201. The local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service 201 receives the request and
relays it to the requested service Y 111 by transmitting it 246
across the existing connection between the local connection-
aggregation proxy service 201 and the requested service Y
111. The requested service’Y 111 transmits a response 247 in
response to receiving the request 246. The response 247
includes a protocol address of the physical computing device
executing the requested service Y 111 as a source protocol
address, and includes a protocol address of the physical com-
puting device executing the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 as a target protocol address. The local
connection-aggregation proxy service 201 receives the
response 247 and relays itto the local initiating service B 102,
by transmitting it to the local initiating service B 102 over the
connection between the local initiating service B 102 and the
local connection-aggregation proxy service 201.

In the example of FIG. 3, at a later point in time, local
initiating service A seeks to terminate its connection with the
local connection-aggregation proxy service 201. It will be
understood that, although this connection is referred to as
being with the local connection-aggregation proxy service
201, from the networking perspective of the local initiating
service A 101, the connection appears to be with the requested
service Y 111. For example, this is because the local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service 201 uses a protocol address
associated with requested service Y 111 in communications
that it transmits over the connection with local initiating
service B 102.

Local initiating service A 101 initiates a connection termi-
nation by transmitting a connection termination request 261.
In this example, the connection termination request 261 is a
TCP FIN packet. The local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201 receives the connection termination request 261
and transmits a connection termination acknowledgement
262, to the local initiating service A, in response. In this
example, the connection termination acknowledgement 262
is a TCP ACK packet. The local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 also transmits a connection termination
request 263, to local initiating service A, in response. Upon
receiving the connection termination request 263 from the
local connection-aggregation proxy service 201, the local
initiating service B 102 transmits a connection termination
acknowledgement 264 to the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201. This terminates the connection between
the local initiating service A 101 and the local connection-
aggregation proxy service 201.

The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 deter-
mines whether it should maintain its connection with the
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requested service Y 111 now that the connection between the
local initiating service A 101 and the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201 has been terminated. It will be
understood that the connection between the local initiating
service A and the local connection-aggregation proxy service
201 was associated with requested service Y 111. For
example, the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201
may have recorded data to track the connection as being
associated with requested service Y 111. The local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service 201 identifies an active con-
nection between itself and local initiating service B 102, with
that active connection being associated with requested ser-
vice Y 111. The local connection-aggregation proxy service
determines not to terminate its connection with requested
service Y 111.

Local initiating service B 102 transmits a request 271 for
requested service Y 111, over the connection between the
local initiating service B 102 and the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201. The local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 receives the request and relays it to the
requested service Y 111 by transmitting it 272 over the active
connection between the local connection aggregation proxy
service 201 and the requested service Y 111. It will be under-
stood that references to relaying a received packet include
using the received packet to create a new packet and trans-
mitting the new packet. For example, the payload of the
received packet may be copied into a packet with different
packet headers, and that packet with the different packet
headers may be transmitted to another device.

The requested service Y 111 receives the request 272 and
transmits a response 273. The local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 receives the response 273 and relays the
response to the local initiating service B 102.

In one embodiment, a connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice receives a plurality of connection requests and responds
to at least all of those requests that are unsecured. The con-
nection-aggregation service has access to a data store of secu-
rity certificates. When a secured request is received, the con-
nection-aggregation proxy service determines whether it has
access to a security certificate corresponding to the target of
the request. If the connection-proxy aggregation service does
have access to a security certificate corresponding to the
target of the request, then the connection-aggregation proxy
service uses the security certificate in responding to the con-
nection request. If the connection-proxy aggregation service
does not have access to a security certificate corresponding to
the target of the request, then it forwards the request on
towards its target. For example, a connection-aggregation
security may respond to requests for Transport Layer Security
(TSL) and/or Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) connections if it
has access to corresponding security certificates.

Network Architecture

Referring to FIG. 4, an example network architecture is
shown including a system for providing efficient network
communications using local connection-aggregation proxy
services. The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201
previously discussed, in combination with local initiating
service A 101 and local initiating service B 102 are executing
on a mobile computing device 371. It will be understood that
embodiments of the disclosed system may include connec-
tion-aggregation proxy services that are configured to operate
on any of a number of devices, including personal computers,
laptops, servers, tablets, smartphones, personal digital assis-
tants, routers, switches, gateways, and other computing
devices.

The mobile computing device 371 is in communication
with a network 370. In one example, the network 370 is the
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Internet, and the mobile computing device 371 is in commu-
nication with the Internet using an 802.11 protocol, a cellular
data protocol, a wired connection protocol such as Ethernet,
and/or some other communication protocol. A connection
between the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201
may occur at a higher network layers, such as a transport
control layer, as compared to the network communication
layer at which the mobile computing device 371 is in com-
munication with the network 370. As previously discussed,
the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 aggre-
gates connections so that packets from local initiating service
A and local initiating service B share are transmitted by the
mobile computing device 371 across a single transport layer
connection with the requested service Y, when both local
initiating service A and local initiating service B target
requests for requested service Y.

Requested serviceY is shown executing on physical server
hardware 378. Requested service Z 112 is shown executing
on physical server hardware 379. In other embodiments, a
requested service may execute on a distributed set of server
hardware, such as a virtualized or cloud-based server.

Another mobile computing device 372 is executing a local
connection-aggregation proxy service 301 that aggregates
connections from local initiating service D 204 and local
initiating service E 205. Another local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 302 is executing on a personal computer
374, and aggregates connections from local initiating services
executing on the personal computer 374.

A mobile computing device 373 includes local initiating
service F 206 and local initiating service G 207, however the
mobile computing device 373 does not include a local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service. As aresult, local initiating
service F 206 and local initiating service G 207 create redun-
dant network connections in order for each to communicate
with requested service Y 111. Similarly, a desktop computing
device 375 is executing a local initiating service H 308 but is
not executing a local connection-aggregation proxy service.
Central Connection-Aggregation Proxy Service

Referring to FIG. 1, another embodiment including con-
nection-aggregation proxy services is shown. In the current
embodiment, a central connection-aggregation proxy service
401 is shown. The central connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice services as an aggregator for other aggregators—that is,
each of the other connection-aggregation proxy services 201,
301, and 302 establishes a connection, 411, 412, 413 with the
central connection aggregation proxy service 401. The cen-
tral connection-aggregation proxy service forms connections
with requested services, such as requested service’ Y 111 and
requested service Z 112.

In some embodiments, a local connection-aggregation
proxy service is configured to form a connection with a cen-
tral-connection aggregation proxy service before the local
connection-aggregation proxy service receives any transmis-
sion from a local initiating service. This may provide the
advantage of having a connection between the local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service and the central connection-
aggregation proxy service pre-established when a transmis-
sion is later received at the local connection-aggregation
proxy service from a local initiating service. This may save
delays resulting from needing to establish a connection
between the local connection-aggregation proxy service and
the central connection-aggregation proxy service on-de-
mand. In another example, a connection between the local
connection-aggregation proxy service and the central con-
nection-aggregation proxy service is performed in an on-
demand nature in order to avoid creating unnecessary con-
nections.
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In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the dashed lines 411, 412,
413 represent tunneled communications between the local
connection-aggregation proxy services 201, 301, 302 and the
central connection-aggregation proxy service 401. A tunnel-
ing protocol such as Layer 2 Tunneling Protocol (“LT2P”)
may be used in the communication between a local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service and the central connection-
aggregation proxy service.

In another embodiment, there are a plurality of central
connection-aggregation proxy services. For example, there
may be central connection-aggregation proxy services for
different regions in order to further reduce network connec-
tion costs.

Gateway Connection-Aggregation Proxy Service

In FIG. 5, another network architecture including connec-
tion-aggregation proxy services is shown. In this example,
there are a number of computing devices 501, 502, 503, 504,
and 505, none of which include a local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service. The computing devices are connected to
networks 571, 572 through which they access a larger exter-
nal network 370, in order to reach requested services 111,
112. Two gateway connection-aggregation proxy services
521, 522 are shown. In this example, a gateway connection-
aggregation proxy service is located at a network edge loca-
tion such that network communications pass through the
gateway connection-aggregation proxy service in order to
reach external network locations. The gateway connection-
aggregation proxy service is thereby able to capture and
aggregate network communications that are outbound from
the network that the gateway sits at the edge of.

For example, the gateway M connection-aggregation
proxy service 521 sits in the stream of network communica-
tions between devices on one local area network (“LLAN”)
571 and devices on a wide area network (“WAN”) 370. Thus,
the gateway M connection-aggregation proxy service 521
receives connection requests transmitted from computing
devices 501 and 502, targeted to requested serviceY 111 and
requested service Z 112. The gateway M connection-aggre-
gation proxy establishes connections with computing devices
located on its LAN side in response to receiving requests from
those devices for an external service. The gateway M connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service 521 also forms connections
551, 552 on its WAN side between itself and services that
have been requested by computing devices 501, 502 on the
gateway’s LAN side. The gateway M connection-aggregation
proxy service 521 thereby aggregates multiple connection
requests, for a particular requested service, that originate
from devices on the gateway’s LAN side, into a single con-
nection with that requested service, on the gateway’s WAN
side.

As illustrated, gateway N connection-aggregation proxy
service 552 provides a similar connection aggregation for
devices on the LAN 572, including computing devices 503,
504 and 505. The gateway N connection-aggregation proxy
service 552 forms connections 553, 554 with requested ser-
vices Y and Z.

Multi-Layered Connection-Aggregation Proxy Services

Other embodiments may include various combinations and
permutations of different connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vices. For example, referring to F1G. 6, a system is shown that
includes two gateway connection-aggregation proxy services
521, 522. The system also includes a central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401. The system also includes
local connection-aggregation proxy services 603, 604 oper-
ating on some of the illustrated computing devices 503, 504.
Other computing devices 501, 502 and 505 are not operating
local connection-aggregation proxy services. Those other
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computing devices 501, 502 and 505 are attached to local area
networks 511, 512, which result in their traffic to a WAN 370
being received by one of the gateway connection-aggregation
proxy services 521, 522. The local connection-aggregation
proxy services 603, 604 establish tunnel connections to the
gateway N connection-aggregation proxy service 522. Each
of the gateway connection aggregation proxy services 521,
522 establish tunnel connections to the central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401. The central connection-ag-
gregation proxy service 401 forms connections with
requested services 111, 112.

FIGS. 7a-7c illustrate various communications flows
amongst some of the components of the system shown in FIG.
6. Referring to FIG. 74, local initiating service C 103 seeks to
send a request to requested service Z 112. Local initiating
service C first attempts to establish a transport layer connec-
tion between itself and requested service Z 112. Local initi-
ating service C transmits a connection establishment request
701 which is received by the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201. A transport layer connection between local
initiating service C and local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201 is formed. It will be understood that, in this
example, the transport layer connection is within a particular
computing device. In one embodiment, the local connection-
aggregation proxy service directs outbound network traffic
within the device to the localhost protocol address in order to
accomplish this.

The local connection-aggregation proxy service 201 does
not have an active connection with requested service Z 112
when it establishes a connection with local initiating service
C 103 where local initiating service C 103 is attempting to
communicate with requested service Z 112. The local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service 201 transmits a connec-
tion establishment request 702 that is received by a gateway
connection-aggregation proxy service 521. The system forms
aconnection between the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201 and the gateway connection-aggregation proxy
service 521. Similarly, the gateway connection-aggregation
proxy service attempts to establish communication with the
requested service Z 112 by transmitting a connection estab-
lishment request 703. That connection establishment request
703 is received by the central connection-aggregation proxy
service 401. The system forms a connection between the
gateway connection-aggregation proxy service 521 and the
central connection-aggregation proxy service 401. The cen-
tral connection-aggregation proxy service then attempts to
establish communication with the requested service Z 112 by
transmitting a connection establishment request 704. The
system forms a connection between the central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401 and the requested service Z
112.

With this chain of proxy connections established, a request
from local initiating service C 103, is able to be relayed
through the various connection-aggregation proxy services.
The request 711 is transmitted from the local initiating ser-
vice C to the local connection-aggregation proxy service 201.
The request 702 is then transmitted from the local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service to the gateway connection-
aggregation proxy service 521. The request 703 is then trans-
mitted from the gateway connection-aggregation proxy
service to the central connection-aggregation proxy service
401. The request 704 is then transmitted from the central
connection-aggregation proxy service 401 to the requested
service Z 112. Requested service Z 112 responds with a
response that flows back through the connections and con-
nection-aggregation proxy services, 715, 716, 717, 718,
before arriving at local initiating service C 103. The process
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occurs transparently to local initiating service C. Based on the
response 718 including a source protocol address associated
with the requested service Z 112, the local initiating service C
is unable to detect that proxy services provided intermediate
connections in the communications path.

Referring to FIG. 754, the same devices and services as in
FIG. 7a are shown. As with FIG. 7a, the local initiating
service C 103 in FIG. 75 seeks to establish communications
with the requested service Z 112. The only different from
FIG. 7a is that, in FIG. 7b, there is a preexisting shared
connection between the central connection-aggregation
proxy service 401 and the requested service Z 112. As aresult,
there is one fewer connection needing established, and local
initiating service C 103 receives the response 738 more
quickly.

Referring to FIG. 7¢, the same devices and services as in
FIGS. 7a-b are shown. As with FIGS. 7a-b, the local initiating
service C 103 in FIG. 7¢ seeks to establish communications
with the requested service Z 112. The only different from
FIG. 76 is that, in FIG. 7c, there is a preexisting shared
connection between the gateway connection-aggregation
proxy service 521 and the central connection-aggregation
proxy service 401. As a result, there is one fewer connection
needing established, and local initiating service C 103
receives the response 758 more quickly.

Content Pre-Fetch, Push, and Hinting

In certain embodiments, connection-aggregation proxy
services provide additional functionality besides aggregating
connections. For example, such functionality may include
pre-fetching, pushing, and/or hinting at content. Referring to
FIG. 84, the gateway connection-aggregation proxy service
521 pre-fetches content from requested service 7 112 that it
expects to receive a request for in the future. This expectation
may be a result of observed trends in previous request patterns
and/or observations regarding current network usage.

The gateway connection-aggregation proxy service 521
transmits a request 801 for the content. The request is relayed
through the central connection-aggregation proxy service
401. Requested service 7Z 112 transmits a response 803
including the requested content. The response is relayed by
the central connection-aggregation proxy service 401 and
received 804 by the gateway connection-aggregation proxy
service 521. Later, the local initiating service C transmits a
request 811 for the content from requested service Z 112. The
request is relayed by the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201 to the gateway connection-aggregation proxy
service 521. The gateway connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice 521 recognizes that it has access to a cached copy of the
requested content, as a result of having pre-fetched the
expected content. The gateway connection-aggregation
proxy service 521 transmits a request 813 including the
requested content, to the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201. The request is relayed 814 to the local initiating
service C 103.

In another example, a service pushes content to another
service without the content being requested by the receiving
service. For example, the central aggregation proxy service
401 may have a cached copy of certain content stored as a
result of the central connection-aggregation proxy service
401 having relayed a request that it received for the content,
from the gateway M connection-aggregation proxy service.
The central connection-aggregation proxy service may deter-
mine that the gateway N connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice should receive a pushed copy of that content, despite the
fact that the gateway N connection-aggregation proxy service
has not transmitted a request for the content. The central
connection-aggregation proxy service may therefore transmit
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a copy of the content to the gateway N connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service. In another example, a service transmits a
hint to another service, with the hint identifying a particular
content that the transmitting service recommends the receiv-
ing service send a request for. This may provide many of the
advantages of pushed content, without forcing a receiving
service to receive content that it determines it does not wish to
receive.

Content Processing

In other examples, proxy services perform processing of
content in order to provide efficient network communica-
tions. For example, referring to FIG. 85, requested service Z
112 transmits a response 825 in response to having received a
request 824. The central connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice 401 receives the response 825. The response 825 consists
of a large volume of content data. The central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401 determines that it will resize
the content 826. One example of resizing content includes
processing an image file in order to reduce its resolution.
Another example of resizing content includes discarding por-
tions of alengthy HTML content file. The central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401 may resize content based on a
device attribute of the physical computing device that trans-
mitted the relevant request. For example, the request 821,
822, 823, 824 may include an identification of the initiating
device’s screen resolution. The central connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 401 may recognize that the image file in the
response content is larger than the resolution that the initiat-
ing device is capable of displaying. The central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401 may resize the image file in the
response content in order to reduce the cost of transmitting an
unnecessary amount of data.

As another example, proxy services may compress and
decompress content. Referring to FIG. 8¢, requested service
7112 transmits a response 835 in response to having received
arequest 824. The central connection-aggregation proxy ser-
vice 401 receives the response 835. The response 835 consists
of a large volume of content data. The central connection-
aggregation proxy service 401 determines that it will com-
press the content 836. One example of compressing content
includes applying a lossless compression algorithm such as
DEFLATE or LZW. The central connection-aggregation
proxy service 401 compresses the content and transmits the
compressed content 837. The gateway connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 521 receives the compressed content 837
and decompresses it 838, for example by applying a decom-
pression algorithm. The gateway connection aggregation
proxy service 521 then transmits the decompressed content
839, which is relayed by the local connection-aggregation
proxy service 201 and received by the local initiating service
C103.

Although compressing and decompressing content may
incur additional computational cost upon the system, it may
save network connection cost. The system may determine
factors such as whether to perform compression/decompres-
sion, to what extent to compress and decompress, and at what
points in the system to compress and decompress. These
factors may be influenced by available computational
resources and connection costs. For example, in the illustra-
tion of FIG. 8¢, the compressed content could have been
relayed by the gateway connection-aggregation proxy service
521 and later decompressed by the local connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 201. This may have reduced network
connection costs associated with transmitting the larger,
decompressed data between the gateway connection-aggre-
gation proxy service 521 and the local connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service 201. However, the system in FIG. 8¢ deter-
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mined to instead decompress at the gateway connection-
aggregation proxy service 521 because the gateway hardware
executing the gateway connection-aggregation proxy service
521 has more computational power than the mobile device
hardware executing the local connection-aggregation proxy
service 201.

CONCLUSION

The connection-aggregation proxy system may be imple-
mented as computing system that is programmed or config-
ured to perform the various functions described herein. The
computing system may include multiple distinct computers
or computing devices (e.g., physical servers, workstations,
storage arrays, etc.) that communicate and interoperate over a
network to perform the described functions. Each such com-
puting device typically includes a processor (or multiple pro-
cessors) that executes program instructions or modules stored
in a memory or other non-transitory computer-readable stor-
age medium. The various functions disclosed herein may be
embodied in such program instructions, although some or all
of'the disclosed functions may alternatively be implemented
in application-specific circuitry (e.g., ASICs or FPGAs) of the
computer system. Where the computing system includes mul-
tiple computing devices, these devices may, but need not, be
co-located. The results of the disclosed methods and tasks
may be persistently stored by transforming physical storage
devices, such as solid state memory chips and/or magnetic
disks, into a different state.

Each ofthe services 101,102,103,111,112, 201, 204, 205,
206, 207, 301, 302, 308, 401, 521, 522, 603, and 604 shown
in FIGS. 1-8¢ may be implemented in an appropriate combi-
nation of computer hardware and software, or in application-
specific circuitry. For example, each such service may be
implemented in service code executed by one or more physi-
cal servers or other computing devices. The service code may
be stored on non-transitory computer storage devices or
media. The various data repositories which may be used, for
example, to cache pre-fetched content may include persistent
data storage devices (hard drives, solid state memory, etc.)
that store the disclosed data, and may include associated code
for managing such data.

Many other variations than those described herein will be
apparent from this disclosure. For example, depending on the
embodiment, certain acts, events, or functions of any of the
algorithms described herein can be performed in a different
sequence, can be added, merged, or left out all together (e.g.,
not all described acts or events are necessary for the practice
of'the algorithms). Moreover, in certain embodiments, acts or
events can be performed concurrently, e.g., through multi-
threaded processing, interrupt processing, or multiple proces-
sors or processor cores or on other parallel architectures,
rather than sequentially. In addition, different tasks or pro-
cesses can be performed by different machines and/or com-
puting systems that can function together.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and algo-
rithm steps described in connection with the embodiments
disclosed herein can be implemented as electronic hardware,
computer software, or combinations of both. To clearly illus-
trate this interchangeability of hardware and software, vari-
ous illustrative components, blocks, modules, and steps have
been described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. The described
functionality can be implemented in varying ways for each
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particular application, but such implementation decisions
should not be interpreted as causing a departure from the
scope of the disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks and modules
described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein can be implemented or performed by a machine, such
as a general purpose processor, a digital signal processor
(DSP), an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a
field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other program-
mable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete
hardware components, or any combination thereof designed
to perform the functions described herein. A general purpose
processor can be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the
processor can be a controller, microcontroller, or state
machine, combinations of the same, or the like. A processor
can also be implemented as a combination of computing
devices, e.g., acombination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a
plurality of microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in
conjunction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.
Although described herein primarily with respect to digital
technology, a processor may also include primarily analog
components. For example, any of the signal processing algo-
rithms described herein may be implemented in analog cir-
cuitry. A computing environment can include any type of
computer system, including, but not limited to, a computer
system based on a microprocessor, a mainframe computer, a
digital signal processor, a portable computing device, a per-
sonal organizer, a device controller, and a computational
engine within an appliance, to name a few.

The steps of a method, process, or algorithm described in
connection with the embodiments disclosed herein can be
embodied directly in hardware, in a software module
executed by a processor, or in a combination of the two. A
software module can reside in RAM memory, flash memory,
ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, regis-
ters, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other
form of non-transitory computer-readable storage medium,
media, or physical computer storage known in the art. An
exemplary storage medium can be coupled to the processor
such that the processor can read information from, and write
information to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the
storage medium can be integral to the processor. The proces-
sor and the storage medium can reside in an ASIC. The ASIC
can reside in a user terminal. In the alternative, the processor
and the storage medium can reside as discrete components in
a user terminal.

Conditional language used herein, such as, among others,
“can,” “might,” “may,” “e.g.,” and the like, unless specifically
stated otherwise, or otherwise understood within the context
as used, is generally intended to convey that certain embodi-
ments include, while other embodiments do not include, cer-
tain features, elements and/or states. Thus, such conditional
language is not generally intended to imply that features,
elements and/or states are in any way required for one or more
embodiments or that one or more embodiments necessarily
include logic for deciding, with or without author input or
prompting, whether these features, elements and/or states are
included or are to be performed in any particular embodi-
ment. The terms “comprising,” “including,” “having,” and the
like are synonymous and are used inclusively, in an open-
ended fashion, and do not exclude additional elements, fea-
tures, acts, operations, and so forth. Also, the term “or” is used
in its inclusive sense (and not in its exclusive sense) so that
when used, for example, to connect a list of elements, the term
“or” means one, some, or all of the elements in the list.

While the above detailed description has shown, described,
and pointed out novel features as applied to various embodi-
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ments, it will be understood that various omissions, substitu-
tions, and changes in the form and details of the devices or
algorithms illustrated can be made without departing from the
spirit of the disclosure. As will be recognized, certain
embodiments of the inventions described herein can be
embodied within a form that does not provide all of the
features and benefits set forth herein, as some features can be
used or practiced separately from others.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for providing efficient network communica-
tions, the system comprising:

a plurality of physical computing devices, each physical
computing device configured to operate a local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service; and

a central connection-aggregation proxy service configured
to communicate with each of the local connection-ag-
gregation proxy services;

wherein each local connection-aggregation proxy service
is configured to:

receive a first external network request from a first service
operating on the same physical computing device as the
respective local connection-aggregation proxy service
and a second external network request from a second
service operating on the same physical computing
device as the respective local connection-aggregation
proxy service,

respond to the first external network request to form a first
intra-device connection and to the second external net-
work request to form a second intra-device connection,

establish an external network connection to the central
connection-aggregation proxy service in response to the
first external network request,

determine, based on the establishment of the external net-
work connection to the central connection-aggregation
proxy service, not to establish a second external network
connection to the central connection-aggregation proxy
service in response to the second external network
request,

relay messages received via the first intra-device connec-
tion to the central connection-aggregation proxy service
over the external network connection,

relay messages received via the second intra-device con-
nections to the central connection-aggregation proxy
service over the external network connection in response
to the determination not to establish the second external
network connection, and

maintain the external network connection in response to a
determination that at least one of the first intra-device
connection or the second intra-device connection is still
active.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the central connection-
aggregation proxy service is configured to receive informa-
tion regarding an attribute of a first physical computing device
in the plurality of physical computing devices, receive con-
tent from a service requested by a service operating on the
first physical computing device, and resize the content based
atleast in part on the information regarding the attribute of the
first physical computing device.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the resized data com-
prises an image that was resized by reducing its resolution.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the attribute of the first
physical computing device is a screen resolution.

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the attribute of the first
physical computing device is an amount of memory.
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6. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the local connection-aggregation proxy services are con-
figured to establish receive Transmission Control Proto-
col connection requests with the first and second ser-
vices; and
the central connection-aggregation proxy service is con-
figured to communicate with each of the local connec-
tion-aggregation proxy services using the Transmission
Control Protocol.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the central connection-aggregation proxy service is con-
figured to receive content from a requested service, com-
press the content, and transmit the compressed content
to a local connection-aggregation service; and

the local connection-aggregation service is configured

receive the compressed content, decompress the con-
tent, and transmit the decompressed content to the first
service.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the central connection-aggregation proxy service is further

configured to transmit pushed content to a local connec-
tion-aggregation service that has not transmitted a
request for the pushed content; and

the local connection-aggregation proxy service is further

configured to receive the pushed content; store the
pushed content; and then provide the pushed content in
response to a request from the first service.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the central connection-aggregation proxy service is further

configured to transmit a hint regarding hinted content to
a local connection-aggregation service that has not
transmitted a request for the hinted content; and

the local connection-aggregation proxy service is further

configured to receive the hint regarding hinted content,
determine whether to request the hinted content, request
the hinted content from the central connection-aggrega-
tion service if a determination is made to do so, receive
the hinted content from the central connection-aggrega-
tion service, and transmit the hinted content to the first
service.

10. A non-transitory computer-readable medium having
computer-executable instructions for performing a method
for providing efficient network communications, the method
comprising:

receiving, at a local connection-aggregation proxy service,

a first external network request originating from a first
service and a second external network request originat-
ing from a second service, wherein the local connection-
aggregation proxy service, the first service, and the sec-
ond service are executed by a first computing device, and
wherein the first and second external network requests
are not targeted to the local connection-aggregation
proxy service;

establishing first and second internal network connections

within the first computing device in response to the
received first and second external network requests,
wherein the established first internal network connec-
tion is between the local connection-aggregation proxy
service and the first service and the established second
internal network connection is between the local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service and the second ser-
vice;

establishing an external network connection to a central

connection-aggregation proxy service operating on a
second computing device in response to the first external
network request such that communications transmitted
over the first internal network connection are subse-
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quently transmitted over the external network connec-
tion, wherein the central connection-aggregation proxy
service is configured to establish other external network
connections with a plurality of local connection-aggre-
gation proxy services;

determining, based on the establishment of the external

network connection to the central connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service, not to establish a second external
network connection to the central connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service in response to the second external
network request;

transmitting, over the external network connection to the

central connection-aggregation proxy service, commu-
nications sent over the second internal network connec-
tion in response to the determination not to establish the
second external network connection; and

maintaining, by the local connection-aggregation proxy

service, the external network connection in response to a
determination that at least one of the first internal net-
work connection or the second internal network connec-
tion is still active.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10, wherein the computer-readable medium is further
configured to perform a method comprising:

transmitting to the central connection-aggregation service

data describing an attribute of the first computing
device; and

receiving resized data from the central connection-aggre-

gation service, wherein the data was resized based at
least in part on the attribute of the first computing device.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, wherein the resized data comprises an image that
was resized by reducing its resolution.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, wherein the computer-readable medium is further
configured to perform a method comprising:

receiving pushed content from the central connection-ag-

gregation service, wherein the pushed content was not
requested;

storing the pushed content;

receiving, over the first internal connection, a request for

the pushed content; and

responding to the request by providing the pushed content.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11 wherein the computer-readable medium is further
configured to perform a method comprising:

receiving from the central connection-aggregation service,

a hint regarding hinted content;

determining whether to request the hinted content;

requesting the hinted content from the central connection-

aggregation service;

receiving the hinted content from the central connection-

aggregation service;

storing the hinted content;

receiving, over the first internal connection, a request for

the hinted content; and

responding to the request by providing the hinted content.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10, wherein the external network connection is estab-
lished before the first and second internal network connec-
tions are established.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10 wherein the external network connection is estab-
lished in response to the first received external network
request.
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17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10, wherein the first and second internal network con-
nections are established using the Transmission Control Pro-
tocol.

18. A system for providing efficient network communica-
tions, the system comprising:

memory configured to store program instructions; and

aprocessor configured to execute the program instructions
stored in the memory to implement:

an incoming connection acceptance service configured to
receive requests from connection-aggregation proxy
services and establish connections with the connection-
aggregation proxy services in response;

a relay service configured to receive a packet transmitted
over a connection with a first connection-aggregation
proxy service, identify a target address associated with
the packet, determine whether an existing connection is
available to a device associated with the target address as
a result of a packet received from a second connection-
aggregation proxy service, determine not to establish a
second connection to the device associated with the
target address if the existing connection is available and
transmit the packet over the existing connection in
response to the determination not to establish the second
connection, establish an outgoing connection with the
device associated with the target address if the existing
connection is not available, and maintain the existing
connection to the device associated with the target
address inresponse to a determination that at least one of
a connection with the first connection-aggregation
proxy service or a connection with the second connec-
tion-aggregation proxy service is still active; and

a content manipulation service configured to receive con-
tent transmitted in response to the packet, identify con-
tent associated with the packet, and resize the content.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to implement:

a secured connection service configured to receive a

secured network connection request, determine whether
a security certificate associated with the secured net-
work connection request is available, and respond to the
secured network connection request using the security
certificate is available in order to establish a secured
connection;

wherein the secured network connection request conforms
to a cryptographic protocol.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the secured connec-
tion service is further configured to forward the secured net-
work connection request to a target address of the secured
network connection request if a security certificate associated
with the secured network connection request is not available.

21. The system of claim 19, wherein the cryptographic
protocol is the Stream Control Transmission Protocol.

22. The system of claim 19, wherein the cryptographic
protocol is Transport Layer Security.

23. The system of claim 8, wherein the content manipula-
tion service is further configured to resize the content based at
least in part on an attribute of a device associated with a
request for the content.

24. A method for providing efficient network communica-
tions, the method comprising:

receiving, at a local connection-aggregation proxy service,
a first external network request originating from a first
service and a second external network request originat-
ing from a second service, wherein the local connection-
aggregation proxy service, the first service, and the sec-
ond service are executed by a first computing device, and
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wherein the first and second external network requests
are not targeted to the local connection-aggregation
proxy service;

establishing first and second internal network connections

within the first computing device in response to the
received first and second external network requests,
wherein the established first internal network connec-
tion is between the local connection-aggregation proxy
service and the first service and the established second
internal network connection is between the local con-
nection-aggregation proxy service and the second ser-
vice;

establishing an external network connection to a central

connection-aggregation proxy service operating on a
second computing device in response to the first external
network request such that communications transmitted
over the first internal network connection are subse-
quently transmitted over the external network connec-
tion, wherein the central connection-aggregation proxy
service is configured to establish other external network
connections with a plurality of local connection-aggre-
gation proxy services;

determining, based on the establishment of the external

network connection to the central connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service, not to establish a second external
network connection to the central connection-aggrega-
tion proxy service in response to the second external
network request;

transmitting, over the external network connection to the

central connection-aggregation proxy service, commu-
nications sent over the second internal network connec-
tion in response to the determination not to establish the
second external network connection; and

maintaining, by the local connection-aggregation proxy

service, the external network connection in response to a
determination that at least one of the first internal net-
work connection or the second internal network connec-
tion is still active.

25. The method of claim 24 further comprising: receiving
compressed content from the central connection-aggregation
proxy service;

decompressing the compressed content in order to form

decompressed content; and transmitting the decom-
pressed content to the first service.

26. The method of claim 24 further comprising:

transmitting to the central connection-aggregation service

data describing an attribute of the first computing
device; and

receiving resized data from the central connection-aggre-

gation service, wherein the data was resized based at
least in part on the attribute of the first computing device.

27. The method of claim 24 further comprising:

receiving pushed content from the central connection-ag-

gregation service, wherein the pushed content was not
requested;

storing the pushed content;

receiving, over the first internal connection, a request for

the pushed content; and responding to the request by
providing the pushed content.

28. The method of claim 24, further comprising:

receiving from the central connection-aggregation service,

a hint regarding hinted content;

determining whether to request the hinted content;

requesting the hinted content from the central connection-

aggregation service;

receiving the hinted content from the central connection-

aggregation service;
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storing the hinted content;

receiving, over the first internal connection, a request for
the hinted content; and

responding to the request by providing the hinted content.
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